AN

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ESWATINI

HELD AT MBABANE CASE NO. 22/2018

In the matter between: -

AFRICAN ECHO (PTY) LTD 15t Applicant
LUCKY TSABETSE 2nd Applicant
ANDILE NSIBANDZE 3rd Applicant
SIKELELA MAMBA 4th Applicant
And

LUCKY BOY MTHETHWA Respondent
Inre:

'LUCKY BOY MTHETHWA Plaintiff

And

AFRICAN ECHO (PTY) LTD 1st Defendant
LUCKY TSABETSE 2nd Defendant
ANDILE NSIBANDZE 3rd Defendant
SIKELELA MAMBA 4th Defendant
Neutral citation: African Echo (Pty) Ltd & 3 others vs Lucky Boy

Mthethwa 22/2018) SZHC 48 (20 March 2024)

CORAM: N.M. MASEKO J.

FOR APPLICANTS/DEFENDANTS: ATTORNEY S. DLAMINI
FOR RESPONDENTS /PLAINTIFF: ATTORNEY M.V. NXUMALO
DATE HEARD: 30/11/2022

DATE OF EX TEMPORE JUDGMENT: 30/11/2022
DATE DELIVERED: 20/03/2024



PREAMBLE:

Civil Procedure - Civil Appeals from the High Court
to the Supreme Court are governed by Section 14
and Rules 8 and 9 of the Court of Appeal Act (AND
RULES) No. 74 of 1954,

JUDGMENT

{Application for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court)

MASEKO J

(1]

2]

[3]

On the 16t September 2022, 1 delivered a full and final written judgment
on liability in the defamation trial in casu. I then postponed the issue of
quantum of damages pending negotiations between the parties, failing
which the matter was then to be set down to proceed to the next stage for
determination of the aforesaid damages. It appears that the
applicants/defendants have appealed or intends to appeal the judgment
on liability before the second stage of the determination of quantum of
damages is dealt with. I have no problem with that and in fact, they are
at liberty to do so, however, in accordance with the Supreme Court Act

and Rules.

It appears from correspondence attached in these proceedings for leave

to appeal that the negotiations did not bear any fruit.

On the 17% QOctober 2022 the Applicants/Defendants launched an
application for leave to appeal the judgment of this Court delivered on
the 16t September 2022. There is also a prayer to stay the aforesaid
judgment.
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